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SUB J : GHANA AND USSR SIGN SCHOLARSHIP PACT 

1 . ACCORDING TO LOCAL PRESS, AN EIGHT-MEMBER SOVIET FRIEND- 
SHIP SOCIETY DELEGATION ARRIVED ACCRA APRIL 4 TO CONCLUDE 
A TWO-YEAR AGREEMENT WITH ITS GHANAIAN COUNTERPART, THE 
GHANA-SOVIET FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY. DELEGATION, LED BY E. 
SARKISOV, VICE PRESIDENT OF UNION OF SOVIET FRIENDSHIP 
SOCIETY, ALSO PARTICIPATED IN 150TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 
HONORING TOLSTOY. (A FOUR DAY MEETING OF SOVIET CULTURAL 
ATTACHES IN WEST AFRICA ALSO OPENED IN ACCRA APRIL 7 AS 
PART OF CELEBRATIONS.) 

2. AGREEMENT ITSELF, SIGNED APRIL 7 BY GHANA-SOVIET 
FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY WIT ITS TWO SOVIET COUNTERPARTS- 
UNION OF SOVIET SOCIETIES FOR FRIENDSHIP AND CULTURAL 
RELATION S WITH FOREIGN COUNTRIES, AND SOVIET ASSOCIATION 
FOR FRIENDSHIP WITH THE PEOPLE OF AFRICA - PROVIDES 

FOR 25 SCHOLARSHIPS IN VARIOUS SUBIECTS. AGREEMENT WAS 
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SIGNED FOR USSR BY SARKISOV AND FOR GHANA BY DR. AUGUSTINE 
BALIMU ADDA, NAVROPIO (CHIEF OF NAVRONGO AREA IN NORTHERN 
GHANA), IN HIS CAPCITY AS PRESIDENT OF GHANA-USSR FRIENDSHIP 
SOCIETY. 

3. SPEAKING AT SIGNING CEREMONY, SARKISOV MENTIONED THAT 

IN COOPERATION WITH SOVIET LAWYERS ASSOCIATION, TWO GHANAIAN 
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LAWYERS (NOT IDENTIFIED) WILL PARTICIPATE IN AN ANTI- 
APARTHEID CONFERENCE IN MOSCOW IN SEPTEMBER 1978. HE ADDED 
THAT THE 25 SCHOLARSHIPS MAY BE INCREASED IF THEY ARE 
FULLY USED. REPLYING, DR. ADDA EXPRESSED HIS THANKS AND 
ASKED FOR SOVIET SCIENCE TEACHERS FOR GHANAIAN SCHOOLS AND 
FOR SOVIET FARM MACHINERY. 

4. SOVIET DELEGATION THEN CALLED ON HEAD OF STATE GEN 

I.K. ACHEAMPONG. IN HIS REMPAKS, ACHEAMPONG NOTED RELATIONS 
BETWEEN GHANA AND USSR HAD BEEN EXCELLENT SINCE 1972 
(WHEN HE CAME TO POWER IN A COUP) AND COMMENDED USSR FOR 
REHIBILATING A NUMBER OF ITS AID PROJECTS IN GHANA. WHICH 
HAD BEEN ABANDONED AFTER FALL OF NKRUMAH IN 1966. 

5. COMMENT: GHANA HAS HAD A CULTURAL AGREEMENT WITH 
USSR ON GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT BASIS SINCE AT LEAST 1970. 
SCHOLARSHIP PACT BETWEEN FRIENDSHIP SOCIETIES IS 

NOT A NEW DEVELOPMENT AND IS PROBABLY SEEN AS HELPING 
IMPLEMENT OVERALL AGREEMENT. MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
(MFA) HERE TELLS US THAT PACT GOT PRESS PLAY THIS WEEK 
CHIEFLY BECAUSE SOVIET CULTURAL ATTACHES WERE IN ACCRA 
AT SAME TIME FOR THEIR FOUR-DAY MEETING; OTHERWISE. IT 
MIGHT HAVE PASSED UNHERALED. MFA ALSO SAYS THAT CANDI- 
DATES FOR SCHOLARSHIPS MUST BE APPROVED BY GOG'S SCHOLAR- 
SHIP SECRETARIAT (WHICH REGULATES PLACEMENT OF GHANAIAN 
STUDENTS IN LOCAL UNIVERSITIES AND ABROAD). RATHER THAN 
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NEEDING ONLY BLESSING OF FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY BEFORE THEY GO 
OFF TO SCHOOL IN USSR. DR. ADDA IS A WELL-KNOWN CHEIF 
AND SUCCESSFUL FARMER IN THE UPPER REGION. HE COOPERATES 
CLOSELY WITH SOVIETS HERE (HE STUDIED SOIL SCIENCE 
AT TIMIRYAZEV AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY. MOSCOW, FROM 1961 
TO ABOUT 1967 AND IS MARRIED TO A SOVIET CITIZEN), BUT 
IS ALSO ON GOOD TERMS WITH GOG AND USG. HIS DUTIES AS PRESI- 
DENT OF GHANA/USSR FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY ARE LARGELY CEREMONIAL. 
SMITH 
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